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“I have been working mostly on the state levels 
trying to build models of sustainability, 

and it’s really tractable.  There’s nobody you can’t 
get to.  On both sides of the Cascade divide, you’re 
dealing with people who are flesh and blood whom 

you can talk to and reason with - it’s the kind of 
organizing that effectively gets done.”

—Denis Hayes
Our 2011 Hero of Sustainability



Anyone who directs an organization is expected to be a cheerleader for it, but this 
is the easiest part of my job: in 2011, the Alliance for Sustainable Colorado had a 
great deal to cheer about. It was a year both of public achievements and 
important successes on the less glamorous (but still critical) side of running a 
sustainability-focused nonprofit.   

The bread and butter of our mission is our role as a multi-tenant nonprofit 
center, supporting the organizations that do their work in our building. We 
maintained a high level of occupancy in the Alliance Center—our vacancy rate 
was half the rate for comparable space in Denver—bringing in four new tenants 
while improving building services. The Center is becoming known as a physical 
and intellectual hub of sustainability in Colorado, and the more widely known 
it is, the better it can fulfill another mission: serving as an educational tool about 
high-performance buildings and the benefits of collaboration. Over 1,000 people 
toured the Center in 2011, including seven candidates for the office of Denver 
mayor and numerous other VIPs.  

Collaboration drives our Education & Outreach program, which accelerated the 
Alliance’s Regional Sustainability Council initiative with the formation of five 
new councils in 2011 to link sustainability efforts within and among the state’s 
regions. This was in addition to hosting our ongoing Sustainability Roundtable 
meetings and inaugurating an entirely new effort to support environmental 
literacy in Colorado’s K–12 schools.   

The Alliance’s Policy program battled through some political headwinds in 2011. 
Although, for the first time in four years, no Alliance-initiated bills were 
shepherded to passage, important groundwork was laid to establish a new form 
of sustainably-oriented business, the “benefit corporation,” to provide protection 
to businesses that seek to achieve social and environmental benefits in addition 
to making profits. With bi-partisan support, we are very hopeful of passage of a 
“Benefit Corporation” bill in 2012. 

Progress and Performance 

From the Executive Director

Joanne Keys



The Alliance also conceived a public forum on sustainability, co-sponsored with 
the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, Colorado Conservation Voters and 
Colorado Environmental Coalition, for all the candidates running in the 
nonpartisan election for Denver mayor in 2011. Afterwards, the top five candidates 
posted sustainability platforms on their websites. We then co-sponsored a debate 
between the top two runoff election vote-getters. Both events were well attended 
by the public and well covered by media, and helped create public exposure for 
the issues and the candidates’ positions.     

Finally, we’ve been working toward a deep renovation of the Alliance Center, 
laying groundwork and exploring options to develop a replicable model and a 
business case for true high performance in existing buildings. Late last year, we 
passed two important milestones. First, we worked with Wells Fargo and Federal 
Heights to refinance our tax exempt loan, reducing our interest rate and enabling 
us to leverage the asset to put cash in a reserve fund for the renovation. Second, we 
mounted a design-build competition, using an innovative and cost-saving 
protocol of our own devising—a new “best practice” for renovation vendor 
selection. From the pool of excellent candidates, we hired McKinstry, one of the 
most progressive design-build firms in the United States, as both our conceptual 
and “sticks and bricks” partner. We have high confidence that this team will lead 
us to a finale that draws attention, inspires others and moves Colorado a step 
closer to sustainability.  

As its name suggests, the Alliance is a connector and a hub—of friends, partners 
and supporters who are moving the world toward the long-term health and vitality 
of our economy, communities and environment. Whatever we accomplish is the 
outcome of that help and encouragement from our network of allies. Let me once 
again offer my heartfelt thanks to all for your steadfast support and the very good 
work you do.

“I relied very heavily on the Alliance for advice about not just what we were going to do, but the 
timing of when to do it.  And then really how to build the constituent groups necessary for us to 

have the political capital in the Capitol to get it done.” 
—Governor Bill Ritter



Alliance Mission and History

The Alliance’s operational structure and history reflect this 
mission. The Alliance was designated a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization by the Internal Revenue Service in 
June 2004. Two weeks later, the organization purchased a 
100-year old warehouse and adjacent empty lot in 
Denver’s Lower Downtown (LoDo) Historic District and 
created the Alliance Center, a multi-tenant nonprofit 
center for organizations working on sustainability issues. 
The Alliance Center was extensively renovated to green 
standards, becoming the first historic building to earn two 
U.S. Green Building Council LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) certifications, Existing 
Buildings Gold and Commercial Interiors Silver, along 
with U.S. EPA Energy Star Leader status. The Center now 
provides offices and meeting space (at below-market 
rents), operations support, shared services and a culture 
brimming with opportunities for collaboration to a 
community of nonprofit tenants. The building creates 
synergies and fosters partnerships that accelerate progress 
in all three dimensions of sustainability in Colorado. 

The mission of the Alliance for Sustainable Colorado - to advance sustainability 
through collaboration among nonprofits, business, government and education-
grows out of a deep conviction that the habitability of the Earth is in danger and 
that collective action across all sectors of society is required to mitigate this risk. We 
believe that building a culture of sustainability demands a long-term perspective, a 
thoughtful regard for the welfare of future generations, and a focus on the three 
pillars of sustainability (people, planet and profit). We further believe that for 
decisions to contribute to sustainability, they should embody input and buy-in 
from a range of viewpoints. We strive to be nonpartisan, broadly inclusive and 
diverse, and to lead by example.

“An organization like the Alliance 
brings together all the talents and 
efforts to achieve the kind of goals 
that many of us want to achieve.” 

—Colorado Senator Bob Bacon



The Alliance’s Policy program works on behalf of policies and 
legislation that codify sustainable behavior in society’s 
operating rules. We collaborate with other organizations to 
support sustainable policy initiatives, educate legislators and 
the public on sustainability topics, identify emerging issues 
and track legislative interest in them, build coalitions, and in 
some cases originate ideas for bills. The support of the 
Alliance’s broadly based coalition takes the sustainability 
philosophy to a variety of industries and issues.  

The program kicked off the year with our annual legislative 
briefing, on February 2. This event, held in the Old Supreme 
Court Chambers at the Capitol, assembles sustainable 
business leaders, state government officials and legislators 
for previews of developing trends and issues and upcoming 
legislation. It serves to introduce people to the political 
process and to their elected officials, and to create 
opportunities for involvement and impact. Its value is attested 
by the many emails and other notes of appreciation we 
received from participants who connected with their 
representatives on issues important to them.  

A critical focus for Policy during 2011 were efforts to advance 
enabling legislation for public-benefit corporations. Once 
incorporated under this innovative business structure, a firm’s 
fiduciary responsibility shifts from the traditional one of 
maximizing shareholder value to maximizing benefits to 
society: employees, customers, vendors and the environment. 
The Alliance secured bipartisan sponsorship (Senator Bob 
Bacon and Representative Tom Massey) for a bill to enable 
public-benefit corporations in Colorado. The bill was pulled 
before being voted on in order to ensure diverse stakeholder 
backing, and the Alliance established working groups to build 
additional support for public-benefit corporation legislation 
in 2012.  

A second key bill advanced by the Policy program was the 
Green Schools proposal (HB 11-1204), introduced with the 
sponsorship of Representative Andy Kerr and Senator Mike 
Johnston. We partnered with the Colorado chapter of the U.S. 
Green Building Council to develop the bill, which would 
ensure that newly built or renovated schools meet a minimum 

“When you think about 
sustainability and how we 
blend all of the economic 
questions, all the cultural 

questions, and all the 
environmental questions 

around sustainability, it’s the 
Alliance that is guiding us 
and giving us tremendous 

input and leadership on the 
issues.” 

—Denver Mayor 
Michael Hancock

Public Policy
Promoting Sound Policies that Further Sustainability



energy efficiency standard. Saving money on energy means more money for 
students and teachers—an important gain during times when the economy is 
struggling and Colorado ranks 40th in per-pupil spending, according to Census 
Bureau data. 

Denver’s hotly contested 2011 mayoral race provided opportunities for the Policy 
program to contribute to the city’s political dialogue by conceiving and 
co-sponsoring two public forums where candidates could state and debate their 
positions on issues of sustainability. The first, held at the Tattered Cover Bookstore 
in March, attracted 18 candidates interested in publicizing their positions on 
sustainable business. The second, co-sponsored with the Colorado Environmental 
Coalition, Colorado Conservation Voters, the Denver Museum of Nature and 
Science, and the Greenprint Denver Advisory Council, was held two weeks later at 
the museum and focused on sustainability in general. Moderated by Fox 31 
television journalist Eli Stokols, it attracted 10 of the original 19 candidates and 
more than 400 attendees. Prior to this event, the 10 candidates were invited for 
tours of the Alliance Center; the seven top vote-getters were given personal tours 
and learned about many aspects of sustainable construction. The top five 
candidates subsequently posted sustainability plans on their campaign platform 
web pages.  With the field narrowed by the first election (of two rounds) to the top 
two vote-getters, the Alliance co-sponsored a debate with its partner nonprofits and 
Fox 31 News. These were well attended by the public, well covered by media, and 
helped create public exposure for the issues and the candidates’ positions.  After his 
election, Mayor Michael Hancock announced that sustainability would be infused 
throughout all city departments and be a hallmark of his administration.    

Both forums and the debate were breakthrough public venues for putting 
sustainability matters directly in the spotlight, inviting candidates for Denver’s 
most powerful office to commit publicly on the issues, showcasing the idea that 
business can and should be sustainable, and offering a clear window for voters to 
see into the candidates’ goals and intentions—the kind of community-building and 
connecting role the Alliance plays repeatedly. The format even offered some 
entertainment value, as the candidates were subjected to a “lightning round” of 
rapid-fire questions about their positions on “pay as you throw,” evolution, a 
woman’s right to choose, and their preferences for whiskey or tequila. 



In the twenty-first century, no tool is more important for education and outreach—
and for establishing ourselves as the hub for sustainability in Colorado—than an 
effective website. E&O concluded a project to upgrade and modernize the Alliance’s 
web presence by launching a completely new website in early March. It paid off 
rapidly with major improvements in key statistics: overall visits rose 30 percent 
compared with the previous year and unique visitors were up 38 percent. The 
average time spent on the site more than doubled. And in the age of social media, 
we’re happy to report that our Facebook fan count rose a healthy 156 percent and 

Education and Outreach
Forging Relationships that Accelerate Progress

The Education and Outreach (E&O) program began the year with important 
changes. Anna Zawisza assumed the director’s role, and the program team was 
expanded and given new responsibilities, including events, marketing and public 
relations, and website development and management.  

The team used its new resources to good advantage, holding three Regional 
Sustainability Roundtable meetings (in Vail, Durango and Windsor) and hosting 
our annual Statewide Sustainability Roundtable. At this latter event, attended by 
over 100 local and regional sustainability leaders, we were honored to welcome 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of Energy David Sandalow as the keynote speaker. 

E&O also began the Regional Sustainability Council 
initiative to encourage the formation of standing bodies 
that work across sectors, jurisdictions and issues to link 
sustainability efforts within and among Colorado’s 
regions. Five new councils were formed in 2011:
the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments, 
the Four Corners Office for Resource Efficiency 
(4CORE), the Office for Resource Efficiency , Yampa 
Valley Data Partners, and Colorado State University 
Extension office in northeast Colorado.  This network, while still in its infancy, is 
already formally engaged every other month through conference calls designed to 
share resources, best practices and tools for overcoming challenges.  



Finally, in 2011 E&O intensified its focus on K–12 education, 
one of the four vital sectors whose engagement is indispensable for making 
progress toward sustainability. The tool was a new Sustainability Literacy Project 
under the helm of Special Projects Director Janna Six, which got off to a fast start in 
joining and broadening the Colorado Coalition to Support Environmental Literacy 
(100+ members so far). The project also collaborated with the Wirth Chair at the 
University of Colorado/Denver School of Public Affairs and the Colorado Alliance 
for Environmental Education to design a capstone project to compile case studies 
of schools with exemplary environmental literacy programs. Three UCD graduate 
students were recruited for the compilation.  

This record of activism brought the Alliance an invitation to be an official partner 
in the 2nd Annual Green Schools National Conference in February 2012 (featuring 
U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan). In that capacity, the Alliance reached 
out to more than 1,700 schools nationwide. The Special Projects director is also 
actively collaborating on statewide efforts around the Green Ribbon Schools 
recognition program. 

our Twitter following rose 38 percent
from December 2010 to December 
2011. Via our electronic newsletters 
(Building Matters, Catalyst, and 
Sustainable Business Network), we 
routinely reached over 6,000 tenants,
supporters, members of our 
sustainable business network and 
other constituents interested in our work and news. 
And thousands more visited our Statewide Sustainability 
Calendar—our most popular web page—either to see what 
was happening around Colorado or to post their own event. 

Perhaps the E&O group’s most public success was the 2011 
Heroes of Sustainability fundraising event in early September. 
The honoree was Denis Hayes, the man who coordinated the 
very first Earth Day in 1970 and put it on the map as a 
worldwide event. Denis has had an exemplary career since 
then in environmental activism. During the Carter 
Administration, he directed the Solar Energy Research Institute 
(the predecessor of the National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 
an Alliance partner in our high-performance building 
renovation), and now serves as president and CEO of the 
Bullitt Foundation, which focuses on promoting sustainable 
communities in the Pacific Northwest. The widespread 
admiration for his accomplishments was reflected in the 
sell-out crowd of 260 attendees—and the fact that we 
exceeded our fundraising goal for the evening.



The Center maintained its credentials as a green building by re-applying for—and 
securing—LEED certification for existing buildings under the new, more rigorous 
version 3. The Center is one of the first buildings to grapple with the re-certification 
process, and came through with a score that was high enough for LEED Gold again 
and well on the way to Platinum. 

Perhaps the biggest Center news of the year was the major advances achieved 
toward the renovation of the building for true high performance. The Alliance 
passed several groundwork milestones, including a submetering upgrade (which 
will make detailed energy data collection and monitoring possible throughout the 
building), and Stage 1 of the energy modeling profile. This exercise, carried out by 

The Alliance Center
Nurturing Networks, Showcasing Innovation

The Alliance Center team made major progress on the renovation project in 2011 
while keeping routine operations going smoothly and tenant occupancy at the 
usual high level.  

The productivity and effectiveness of our tenants is the top priority for the Center 
staff. Standout accomplishments include saving our 35 tenants collectively over 
$150,000 for the year in rent and telephone charges, by offering lower rates than 
available at typical competing spaces in Denver, while continuing to house them 
in a healthy, high-quality, collaborative space. We also launched a major upgrade 
of our Internet system that boosted tenant productivity through higher speed, 
increased reliability with essentially zero risk of system downtime, minimized 
security threats, the bandwidth for video conferencing and a new wireless system 
with universal access throughout the building. Services and amenities such as these 
helped the Center limit the vacancy rate to 6 percent in 2011, less than half the 
typical rate for comparable space in Denver. The Alliance Center extended these 
benefits to our tenants, partners and sustainability leaders around the state by 
hosting over 2,500 meetings. And touring the building were over 1,000 visitors, 
offering multiple opportunities for tenants to meet and greet potential donors, 
supporters, employees, collaborators and even decision-makers.

“The (Alliance Center) 
building is remarkable about the 
way it lends itself to 
cross-pollination and 
collaboration.” 
—Mike King, Director of the 
Colorado Department of 
Natural Resources



Architectural Energy Corporation through our participation in the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory’s Commercial Buildings Partnership, not only 
established baseline (pre-renovation) energy performance data for the Center, but 
also helped develop cutting-edge energy modeling techniques that will be useful 
for others undertaking similar renovations.  

This is important to us, for the Alliance is not undertaking the renovation in a 
vacuum. In addition to improving the capacity of Colorado’s sustainability 
movement by creating an even more collaborative, more effective sustainable hub, 
the Alliance Center renovation seeks to mature the business case for transforming 
existing buildings for high performance. To this end, the Alliance is creating a 
detailed record of best practices and lessons learned, developing a replicable 
framework and building a collaborative network of credible relationships to 
stimulate such renovations across Colorado and the nation. The NREL partnership 
and many pro bono partnerships—such as with Hogan Lovells, a law firm with 
deep expertise in energy law and commercial real estate providing the legal 
counsel required for sound business decisions, and with Verde, a project 
development services firm working with us on tools for projecting returns on 
investment—tap deep wells of expert knowledge and will thereby firmly ground 
the framework’s authority and value to others. To bolster the business case for 
sustainable building, we expect to frame and conduct new research on the 
“human factors” aspect of building upgrades, with the goal of learning how space 
design can make buildings healthier, more productive workplaces that allow  
people to work more efficiently, collaboratively and wisely.

“I was so impressed with how amazing this facility is. And really, you’re ground breaking. What’s 
happening here is really what we’ve got to be thinking about in the city of Denver, in the state of 
Colorado and in the United States of America as we all try to reset to the new normal in this 
economy. Thank you for showing us a way. You are a model for all of us to folow.” 
—Mayor Michael Hancock



A framework, and the experiences leading up to it, would 
be worthless to others unless they could be disseminated 
far and wide. To that end, we’ve made a point of 
documenting our progress and spreading the news via 
multiple channels. In 2011, we published 18 articles in 
newsletters, trade magazines and websites explaining 
various themes related to the renovation. Center staff also 
spoke about the project at a number of major venues, 
including the Building Owners and Managers 
Association/Denver Conference, Rocky Mountain Green 
(U.S. Green Building Council/Colorado) and the 
Colorado Real Estate Journal Green Summit.   

Finally, renovation developments in 2011 were capped by 
an exciting development. After a lengthy period of 
thinking, laying groundwork, more thinking, and lots of 
meetings, we designed a new procurement protocol and 
used it to stage a competition to select a design-build 
firm. A conventional approach to this task, as practiced 
by the federal government, is a two-stage procurement 
process. The Alliance was concerned about the length and 
cost of this model and instead created a new, streamlined 
protocol that combines the due diligence of past 
performance validation with a design-build team 
competition focused on a limited set of mission-critical 
criteria. Using this new hybrid, 1.5 step procurement 
process, the Alliance selected McKinstry, one of the most

“It’s a healthy, productive place to work and it allows us to walk our talk 
so that we’re living and working with integrity.  

In particular, the conservation community has benefitted from the fact 
that we’re all together in one place.” 

—Elise Jones
Executive Director of Colorado Environmental Coalition

forward-thinking design-build firms in the United States, as the design-builder for 
the Alliance Center high performance renovation. Not only did this approach yield 
some nuts-and-bolts lessons that will help inform our best-practices catalogue, it 
paired us with a design-build “soul mate” that shares our vision and enthusiasm 
for the long-term potential and significance of the project for radically improving 
the sustainability performance of existing commercial buildings in Colorado and 
the United States.



Revenues and Expenses 

2011 Expenses

2011 Revenues



Board of Directors 
John Powers
President; Founder of 
Alliance for Sustainable 
Colorado and full-time 
volunteer

Mark Hughes, Esq.
Vice President; Founder 
and Executive Director of 
Two Rivers Institute, a 
501 (c)(3) public interest 
law firm, and lecturer at 
the University of Denver 
Sturm College of Law

Andrea J. (A.J.) Grant
Secretary; President of 
Environmental 
Communications 
Associates, Inc.

Steven J. Schueth
Treasurer; President and 
Chief Marketing Officer of 
First Affirmative Financial 
Network, an independent 
SEC-registered investment 
advisory firm serving 
socially conscious investors

Dr. Bruce Hutton
Dean Emeritus and 
Professor of Marketing 
at the Daniels College of 
Business, University of 
Denver

David Johnston
Founder and President of 
What’s Working, Inc., a 
green building consultancy 
that provides socially and 
ecologically responsible 
guidance to businesses, 
agencies and communities 
around the world

Dr. David Orr
Paul Sears Distinguished 
Professor of Environmental 
Studies and Politics and 
Chair of the Environmental 
Studies Program at Oberlin 
College

Complete biographies of our board 
members can be found on our 

website at sustainablecolorado.org/
about-us/board-of-directors.



Donors & 
Sponsors

FOUNDATIONS

$100,000 to $300,000
The Educational 
  Foundation of America

$50,000 to $99,999
Aspen Community
  Foundation
Denver Foundation
Prentice Foundation
Western Conservation
  Foundation

$30,000 to $49,999
Community Foundation
  Serving Boulder County
Ettinger Foundation

$10,000 to $29,999
Fidelity Charitable Gift 
  Fund
The Moore Charitable 
  Foundation, Inc.
Threshold Foundation

$1,000 to $9,999
BBVA Compass Bank
  Foundation
Roy A. Hunt Foundation

Up to $999
Lederer Foundation, Inc.

GOVT. AGENCIES, 
BUSINESSES & 
INDIVIDUALS

Over $10,000
John Powers
Susan Thompson
Tricia Nichols

$5,000 to $9,999
AT&T
Colorado State 
  Historical Fund
David Johnston
Integral Green
Johns Manville
Ken Gart
Wells Fargo

$1,000 to $4,999

Andrea J. Grant
Anne and Sandy
  Butterfield
Brownell Bailey
Colorado Conservation 
  Voters
Colorado Environmental 
  Coalition
Dale & Frandee Johnson
Daniels College of 
  Business at DU
David and Elaine Orr
Energy Services of 
 Colorado
Governor’s Energy 
 Office
Haselden Construction
Janna Six 
Jerry & Patty Hauptman
Jill Nelson & Thomas 
  Bidell
Jim & Melanie Davidson
Joe Breddan
Michael Dowling
New Belgium Brewing

Robert & Beverly Noun
Russ & Diane Hullet
Steve & Darla Schueth
Susan D. Daggett
UCD Wirth Chair in
  Sustainable Development
What’s Working, Inc.

$500 to $999

Andrew Russ
Anonymous
Bob Nelson
Clean Energy Economy
  for the Region
Cynthia Larson
Dana Crawford
Donald Aptekar
Gail & Alan Schwartz
Joe McDonald
Madalyn McCaleb
Narayan Shrestha
Randall Hayes

Up to $499
Abbie Brewer
Adrienne Dorsey
Alison Culpen
Andrew Schultheiss
Andrew Spielman
Angelina Pramatarova 
Anna Zawisza
Anne Miller
Anonymous
Anthony Schaffhauser
Anu Ramaswami
Ariana Friedlander
August W. Ritter Jr.
Barbara Kantor
Belvedere Property 
  Management, LLC
Ben Gregory
Bethany Gravell
Beverly Jane Ard Smith
Boulder Green Building 
  Guild
Bradley Collins
Bradley Rowell



Eve Kutchman
Farris Frost
G. Christian Crosby
Gary Wockner
Greg Stark
Gerald Cope
Gerald Quinn
Heather Bergman
Heather Kelly
Hillary Dobos
iCAST
Infinite West
Interwest Energy Alliance
Irene Kornelly
Iris Saint
James (Skip) Spensley
Jeff Brenman
Jennifer Finkle
Jennifer Kirkpatrick
Jennifer Leitsch
Jerome Schroeder
Jessica Osborne
Jessica Prosser
Joan Armstrong
Jo-Ann & John Herrick
Joanne Keys
Johann Klaassen
John Dunker
John Taylor
Jonathan Bortles
Julie Ann Woods
Julie Beth DeSisto
K. Amanda Saunders
Kara Seeley
Karen Kellen
Karen McCorry
Karen Munoz
Katherine Barrows
Katherine Nowak
Kathryn Wardell
Katie Carroll
Katie Navin
Kelly Webb
Kenneth Strom
Kevin Gilford
Kevin & Camilla   
  O’Keefe
Kimberly Hernandez
Kirk Mills

Laurie Dixon
LeeAnn Westfall
Leslie Weise
Linda Kogan
Lindsey Katapski
Lisa Carlson
Lucia Guzman
Maria Hernandez
Marianne Mallonee
Mark Forbes
Mark Reiner
Mark G. Schueneman
Mark Wilding
Mary Barber
Mary Beth Buescher
Mary Donahue
Matthew Jones
Maury Dobbie
Megan Day
Michael Kirk
Michael Whitaker
Michele Weingarden
Molly Ross
Morey Wolfson
Norbert Klebl
Office for Resource 
  Efficiency
Paul Hutton
Peter Dignan
Peter R. Jefferson
Pikes Peak Area Council 
  of Governments
Pollution Prevention 
  Partnership
R. W. Carey Jr.
Rachel Emmer
Rachel S. Radocy
Randolph Fischer
Raymond Krueger
Raymond Winn
Rebecca Cantwell
Rebecca McFadden
Rich Muzzy
Richard Dougherty
Richard Eidlin
Richard Garb
Rita Janaky
Robert Bacon
Robert MacDonald

Robert W. Randall
Roberta Cole
Roger & Kris Wilson
Ronald Larson
Ronald Lehr
Rose Maes
R.S. Harvey
Ryan Riesterer
Sarah Spencer
Seleyn Dayarus
Starbucks
Stephen & CP Kanipe
Stephanie Gripne
Susan Bruce
Susan Thornton
Suzanne Jones
Teresa Odendahl
Terry Stuart
The Import Warehouse
Thomas Easley
Timothy Edgar
Ursula Null
USGBC
Virginia Grace Brannon
Virginia Till
W. Robert Randall
Walter (Chip) Comins
Warren Hern
Wendy Cookler
William Gray
William J. Kramer
William M. Germain
William and June 
  Murray

Brian M. Ross
Bruce DeBoskey
Carol Tombari
Carrie McCausland
Charles Kutscher
Chet Stern
Chip Isenhart
Chris Staab
Chris Stimpson
Christopher Juniper
CMN Enterprises, Inc.
Colorado Association 
  for Recycling, Inc.
Colorado Renewable 
  Energy Society
Colorado Women’s 
  Chamber of Commerce
CORE
Daniel Wood
Danielle Burns
Darcy Struckhoff
David Macrunnel
David Nimkin
David Patton
David Renne
Deacon Taylor
DeAna Nasseth
Deborah Donner
Debra Reid
Dennis Arfmann
Doug Johnson
Doug Linkhart
Douglas and Kathleen 
  Laub
Drew Domoto
Elaine Hapgood
Elayna Langbecker
Elise Jones
Elizabeth Butler
Elizabeth McIntyre
Elizabeth Moore
Ellen Feeney
Elsa Jagniecki
Emilie C. Ailts
Emilie Wright
Environmental 
  Entrepreneurs, Rocky
  Mountain Chapter
Eric William Ringsby

  



IN-KIND

Anna Zawisza
Annae Beauty
1515 Restaurant 
Arapahoe Basin Ski 
  Area
Aspen Skiing Company
Attic Bar & Bistro
Bacco Trattoria
Beau Jo’s Pizzeria
Boulder Shambala 
  Meditation Center
Buttercream Cupcakery
Cherry Creek Mall
Children’s Museum of 
  Denver
Colorado Avalanche
Colorado Rapids
Colorado Real Estate 
  Journal
Comedy Works
Commons Park West
Confluence Kayaks
Coral Room
Core Power
Core Tango
Coyote Cantina
Creative Skin Solutions
Creekside Cellars
David Johnston
Dell Computers
Denver 7News
Confluence Kayaks

Grand Salon
Greeley Stampede
Hilton Fort Collins
House of Commons
Janna Six
John Powers
Kim Hughes
La Cusinga
La Sandia
Landmark Theaters
Left Hand Valley Nursery
Ling & Louie’s
Lisa Sanchez
Lookout Inn
Loveland Ski Area
Mark Hughes
Max’s Gill & Grill
Megan Moore
Monarch Mountain
Monroe Organic Farms
Moondance Botanicals
National Distributing
New Belgium Brewing
Nichole Goodman
Odell Brewing Company
Olivea Restaurant
Orange Skye Day Spa
Pasta Jay’s
Patagonia
Pets on Broadway
R&R Strategies, Inc.
REI

Richard & RaeAnn 
  Dougherty
Robert & Beverly Noun
Rocky Mountain 
  Underground
RTD
Sally Chamberlain
Snooze AM Eatery
Southwest Airlines
Spanish is Fun
Sport Climbing Center
St. Regis Hotel
Stephanie Kort
Stranahan’s Colorado 
  Whiskey
Tattered Cover
TC Woods, LLC
TestMarcx
The Avenue Grill
The Hornet
The Makeup Room
The Oxford Hotel
The Rackhouse Pub
The Rio Grande Denver
The Sky Hotel
Tootsie’s Nail Shoppe
Verde, LLC
Washington Park Grill
Welby Gardens Co.
West End Wine Shop
Winter Park Winery
Wolf Creek Ski Area
Zach Owens

Coral Room
Core Power
Core Tango
Coyote Cantina
Creative Skin Solutions
Creekside Cellars
David Johnston
Dell Computers
Denver 7News
Denver Art Museum
Denver Bike Share
Denver Center for the 
  Performing Arts
Denver Film Society
Denver Museum of 
  Nature & Science
Denver Open 
  Acupuncture
Denver Zoo
Devil’s Thumb Ranch
Door to Door Organics
Downing St. Garage
Duo Restaurant
Echo Canyon Raft 
  Expeditions
EcoFlight 
eGo Carshare
EKS&H
Ergun Tercan Salon
Foodie Call Catering
Frontier Airlines
Generous Servings

Thank you for 
your support



A Look Ahead 

From the President

John Powers

The old curse—“May you live in interesting times”—certainly applies to the United 
States today. We live in very, almost desperately, interesting times, and I’m not even 
referring to the daily headlines. Look past those headlines and you’ll find underlying 
themes that, one way or another, will be shaping our lives for decades to come.   

Among these, I include the fact that the United States uses roughly twice as much 
energy per capita as any industrialized nation on the planet. In a time of rising 
global temperatures and insecurity about supplies of energy from friendly sources, 
this inefficiency and waste are problems of enormous magnitude that cry out for 
innovative and affordable solutions. As it happens, buildings account for 70 percent 
of electricity consumption and nearly half of all energy consumption and 
greenhouse gas emissions in the United States. These facts often come as a surprise, 
as most of us are used to thinking of cars and trucks as mainly responsible. The 
fact is, however, that innovative and affordable solutions—even more than plug-in 
hybrids and electric cars—must include major improvements to the places where we 
live, work, worship and recreate: the entire built environment.  

Making new buildings exceptionally efficient is relatively easy and can be highly cost 
effective. An example of which we’re especially proud in Colorado is the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory’s Research Support Facility in Golden. The RSF is a 
LEED Platinum building that showcases what can be done when one starts with a 
fresh sheet of paper. But that’s not viable for millions of buildings that are still in 
use and likely to remain so for decades (80 percent of existing U.S. buildings are 
predicted to be in use in 2050). Our dual goal is to be a poster child for the 
remarkable reductions in energy use that can be achieved in existing buildings, and 
show how achieving those gains can make money.   

That’s the cornerstone purpose of our Alliance Center renovation, which is running 
full-throttle into the next phase. We’ve joined with McKinstry, an exceptionally 
creative design-build firm, and our other partners to flesh out the design concepts 
and prepare for the construction phase. We expect to begin construction at the end 
of 2012.



The Alliance is more than a leading example of the benefits of co-locating 
organizations with synergistic missions and of hyper-efficiency in resource use. The 
Alliance also runs dynamic, mutually reinforcing programs that help advance the cause 
of sustainability in Colorado. Here is a look at our plans for 2012: 

 • The Public Policy program will be focusing on fine-tuning Colorado’s  
  neighborhood electric vehicle bill; reintroducing the Green Schools bill;  
  creating a legislative environment supportive of benefit corporations;  
  facilitating passage of legislation to allow broader, safe uses of gray   
  water; promoting resource-consumption reporting requirements for   
  state buildings and those receiving state funds; and advancing several  
  other sustainability-related initiatives.

 • The Education & Outreach program will promote development of 
  additional regional sustainability councils.  In concert with our regional
  partners and building on their efforts, E&O will be developing a suite of
   sustainability indicators for Colorado, and is aiming to expand and 
  deepen our outreach efforts to better communicate our work and 
  impacts to Coloradans. The long-term goal is to issue an annual 
  “sustainability scorecard” for Colorado. The Special Projects staff will be 
  building support for adoption of a statewide environmental literacy plan
  for pre-kindergarten through 12th  grades, as well as seeking 
  commitments from three schools to pilot the plan’s implementation. 
  “Teach your children” has never been a more urgent imperative.

We at the Alliance are deeply blessed with an exceptional cadre of partners and 
supporters who share the vision of a sustainable future and are willing to extend 
themselves to help bring it about. It is an honor to work with you in government, 
nonprofits, business and education who share our concerns and values. We thank you 
for your friendship and continued support.

Visit the Alliance Center and Take a Tour:

Support Our Work:

The Alliance Center is a showcase for the potential 
resource efficiency in existing buildings.  Visitors are 
welcome to tour the building on their own, join one of 
our regulary scheduled guided tours, or set up a tour 
appointment.  Contact us for more information.

The Alliance welcomes your support and offers a variety 
of options: donation, sponsorship, volunteering and 
resource-sharing.  Call us or visit 
http://sustainablecolorado.org/support-our-work 
for more information.



The Alliance Center
1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 4A
Denver, Colorado 80202

Contact us:
303-572-1536 (phone)
303-572-0032 (fax)

Visit our website:
http://sustainablecolorado.org

Advancing sustainability through collaboration among nonprofits, business, government and education


